
United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto-gov 



APPLICATION NO. 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 


CONFIRMATION NO. 


09/700,474 


02/05/2001 


Akiyoshi Yamashita 


MAT-8048US 


5500 



7590 09/30/2004 

Lawrence E Ashery 
Ratner & Prestia 

One Westlakes Berwyn Suite 301 
PO Box 980 

Valley Forge, PA 19482-0980 



EXAMINER 



CHOI, WOO H 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2186 

DATE MAILED: 09/30/2004 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



BEST AVAILABLE COP' 



vfl/Uv rii/t/i/ff uu f f ft/ fcff y 


Application No. 

09/700,474 


Applicant(s) 

YAMASHITA, AKIYOSHI 


Examiner 

Woo H. Choi 


Art Unit 

2186 





V 



- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address ■ 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)0 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 20 July 2004 . 
2a)[3 This action is FINAL. 2b)0 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Ciaim(s) jMJ is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) [X] Claim(s) 1^8 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) Q Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)\Z\ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3.Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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Attachment(s) 

1) D Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 5 ) D Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1 - 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Microsoft 
(Microsoft Windows 95 Resource Kit, 1995). 

3. With respect to claims 1, 5 and 6, Microsoft discloses a method of creating partitions in a 
removable device capable of accepting a continuous removable media (page 652, Assigning 
Drive Letters for Removable Media, a floppy disk for example, note that the partitions created 
are partitions in the device, see page 652, drive letter reservation step 4), said method being 
characterized by: 

communicating between an operating system and a device driver (page 690, device 
drivers are part of the operating system) in a computer system capable of connecting with a 
removable device; and 

allocating drive letters in number equal to a number of plural drives to said continuous 
removable media of said removable device, when said device driver allocates drive letters to said 
operating system (page 653, first sentence, the MaxRemovableDrivePartition entry in the 
Registry allocates the drive letters to be used by partitions on removable media). 
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4. With respect to claims 2 and 7, the number of drives is equal to a maximum number of 
partitions supported by said operating system (MaxRemovableDrivePartition defines the 
maximum number of partitions supported by the operating system for a removable device). 

5. With respect to claim 3, said drive letters allocated to the single unit of said removable 
device remain valid until being reallocated again; and 

a number of drive letters derived by subtracting a number of partitions on a medium 
within said removable device from the number of said drive letters is recognized as being 
absence of any medium (page 653, second paragraph, Windows 95 recalculates the disk 
geometry every time a media change is detected). 

6. With respect to claim 4, said drive letters comprise arbitrary characters allocated by an 
operator (page 652, see procedure To reserve drive letters for removable media'). 

7. With respect to claim 8, said drive letters are sequential with further drive letters 
allocated to hard disk drives (page 652, drive letters are assignable, they can be assigned to be 
sequential with other drives, in addition, Windows assign drive letters sequentially when a user 
does not assign drive letters specifically). 



Conclusion 

8. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Woo H. Choi whose telephone number is (703) 305-3845. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8:00-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Matt Kim can be reached on (703) 305-3821. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 746-7239 for regular 
communications and (703) 746-7238 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 



whc 

September 24, 2004 
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